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The International Telematic Univeristy UNINETTUNO takes origin 
from the model of NETTUNO - Network per l’Università Ovunque 
- a consortium of 43 Italian and foreign universities with which, 
since 1992, thousands of Italian and foreign students obtained a 
distance university degree thanks to television and the Internet; 
and from the international success of Med Net’U (Mediterranean 
Network of Universities) Project, funded by the European 
Commission in the framework of the EUMEDIS Programme, 
aimed at realising a Euro-Mediterranean Distance University, 
through a network of 31 universities of 11 countries of the Euro-
Mediterranean Area (Algeria, Egypt, France, Jordan, Greece, 
Italy, Lebanon, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia and Turkey). 

University for Refugees
The history of UNINETTUNO, its international vocation, the 
extent of the migration phenomenon and the inadequacy of 
the responses provided by our society, unable to recognize the 
value of the people who arrived, inspired the creation of the 

THE UNIVERSITY FOR REFUGEES
Of the International Telematic University UNINETTUNO
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University for Refugees, providing to all refugees and migrants 
free access to the University portal, where they, from anywhere 
in the world, can enroll and attend graduate, professional and 
language courses. The University for Refugees - Education without 
Borders allows:

• Free enrolment to Degree, Master’s and professional 
qualification courses at the International Telematic University 
UNINETTUNO;

• Recognition of qualifications already obtained in countries 
of origin by migrants and refugees, according to European 
standards;

• Recognition of professional skills;

• Language learning: Italian, Arabic, English, German, 
Spanish, French, Greek and Portuguese;

• Access to online services related to health and mutual rights 
and duties.
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Facts and Figures
Today, 15380 refugees downloaded our free app for learning the 
Italian language. 783 refugees signed up for the University for 
Refugees portal to use the various services offered.

Migrants and refugees enrolled to our program are the majority 
men (93%), between 18 and 34 years (90%), coming from 
28 different countries (Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Belarus, 
Burundi, Cameroon, Ivory Coast , Eritrea, Gabon, Gambia, Jordan, 
Guinea, Honduras, Libya, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Palestine, 
Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Russia, Senegal, Syria, Somalia, Togo, Turkey, Ukraine, Uganda). 

Students reside in reception centers in Saudi Arabia, Benin, 
Cameroon, Germany, Ghana, Italy, Lebanon, Rwanda, Turkey.
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A Global Network of Knowledge
The Web made the UNINETTUNO University known to these 
students. In the didactic cyberspace they can find digitalized 
engineering lessons in Arabic, English and French, given by 
professors from different universities in the Arab world. 

In particular, videolessons and digital contents production 
involved Syrian professors from the Universities of Damascus, 
and the University of Aleppo, now completely destroyed by the 
war, among which we mention for example: 

• Fadel Sukkar (professor of Computer Science, University of 
Aleppo), 

• Mohamed Kheir Ahmed (professor of Mathematical 
Methods for Engineering, University of Aleppo), 

• Ayman Hamadeh (professor of Databases, University of 
Aleppo), 

• Ousamah Douedari (professor of Electrical Engineering, 
University of Aleppo), 

• Muhammad Gh. Aljalali (professor of Economics for 
Engineering, University of Damascus), 

• Fawwaz Mufdi (professor of Electronic Measurements, 
University of Damascus). 

These are professors who had to leave their universities because 
of wars and violence, and can no longer teach. UNINETTUNO has 
digitized and stored their scientific knowledge on the Internet, 
and made it available to their students who no longer have 
opportunity to meet them and attend their lectures in their 
countries of origin. Giving these opportunities to refugees and 
immigrants means recognizing their dignity, and giving them the 
courage to move forward with confidence in humanity.
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Awards Received
University for Refugees has won numerous international awards.

• UNESCO 2017 included Uninettuno among the active 
Universities to reach the 17 SDGs of the UN 2030 agenda. 

• Also in 2017, UNINETTUNO received the honorable mention 
at the International E-Learning Award for its “University for 
Refugees” initiative.

• In December 2017 eLearning Inside included UNINETTUNO 
and University for Refugees among the 5 Top Stories 
worldwide in Higher Education Elearning.

• In January 2019, UNINETTUNO was invited to join the 
Universities #JoinTogether Network, a network of Universities 
from around the world, created to share ideas and best 
practices aimed at creating the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG)
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Research and Innovation
The activities carried out and the international network created 
created REBUILD, a project funded by the European Commission 
under the Horizon 2020 framework program, and coordinated 
by UNINETTUNO.

The research project aims to create an artificial intelligence 
system that enables global Big Data to be analyzed on the reality 
and needs of immigrants and refugees to provide valid tools for 
public administrations and policy makers at a global level.
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Some Testimonials
Harout, Syria, enrolled in the Bachelor’s Degree in 
Information and Communication Technologies Engineering

“I am 30 years old and I was born in the city of Aleppo, in Syria. I was 
studying at the University of Aleppo and on the UNINETTUNO portal 
I found the video lessons of some of my professors at the University of 
Aleppo that today I no longer know where in the world they are .. I am 
currently entitled of political refugee status in Lebanon, and in the hope 
that peace will return to my country, thanks to UNINETTUNO University 
for Refugees I will be able to realize my dream: to complete the course 
of study undertaken in Syria, earning a degree recognized in Italy and 
in Europe. I thank this University that gave me the opportunity to resume 
studying to improve my life and leave the past behind. “

Kokou ,  Gabon. Master in Marketing and Business 
Management (already graduated in Marketing and 

Economics in your country).

“This study experience with UNINETTUNO is like a watershed between 
past, present and future, it is the most beautiful thing that has happened 
to me since I arrived in Italy across the Mediterranean.”

Diakaria ,  Mali .  Bachelor ’s  Degree in Media and 
Communication.

“I am a refugee from Mali but I studied in Senegal until last year, now 
I am a refugee. Thanks to the opportunity to continue studying that 
UNINETTUNO has given us for me and for many young people in my 
same condition, a new hope for a better future has opened up. “

Devon ,  Nigeria. Bachelor ’s  Degree in Media and 
Communication

“Attending the University with UNINETTUNO is giving a new meaning 
to my life. I hope one day to look into the eyes of young people from all 
over the world, refugees, migrants, and to be able to tell them that no 
matter their status and the violence they flee from, everything is in the 
mind and in the heart and if you believe in your mission in the world, 
sooner or later you will reach your goals.”
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